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influence of attention upon the difference in time of perception between 
ear and eye. A spark served as source of sound and an incandescent 
lamp with ground-glass globe as visual stimulus. A rotating disk with 
electrical contact and adjustable shutter permitted any desired relation 
between the times of the two stimulations. 

It was found that the visual stimuli must be given from 36 '-71 ' 
earlier than the sound if it should seem to precede, while it need be given 
but 20 '-38 ' after to seem to succeed. The values given indicate the 
range for individuals, omitting results from one man who is deaf. When 
attention was given to sight it need be given but 39 '-43 ' earlier to 
precede, and must be given 55 '-91 ' later to seem to follow. When at- 
tention was given to sound, the visual stimulus must precede by 75 '- 
107 ' to seem to come earlier, while it seems to come later if given 16 ' 
earlier in one individual and 85' later in another. Any change in in- 
tensity or in the conditions of the experiment was effective only as it 
affected attention. 

The experiments are too few to be conclusive, but they are valuable, 
since they are performed under Exner's direction and bring the results 
of his investigations into harmony with the Leipzig complication experi- 
ments. 

W. B. Pillsbury. 

Univebsity of Michigan. 

Evolution and Ethical Method. H. W. Wright. International Journal 

of Ethics, October, pp. 59-68. 

Ethics needs a method which can do justice both to the hedonistic 
conception of morality as founded upon our desires and to the intuitional 
view of it as characterized by necessity and authority. Morality is the 
conduct which satisfies our desires , but it is also that which imposes upon 
them a law. The idea of evolution as applied in idealistic theories of 
knowledge gives us the most adequate interpretation of the moral life 
which, like knowledge, is a process of organization and development. In 
every such organization we find a single, central activity working itself 
out in a variety of forms as determined by the necessity of its con- 
ditions. In the case of conduct this central activity is a purposeful or 
voluntary activity involving cognition, feeling and action. The forms 
into which this differentiates itself are the duties or virtues which are 
the necessary stages in the development of the voluntary life. They are 
necessary because 'without the interposition of these types of action 
primitive conduct could not have been organized. The virtues derive 
their authority from their place in moral development.' The principles 
of conduct are thus ' understood as depending upon the natural impulses 
of man, yet at the same time as possessing absolute authority over all 
individuals.' In the application of this method minute exactness is not 
to be expected, since necessity attaches only to the general activities 
relating to the universal conditions of human life. As illustrations of 
the method three types of action are given, (1) that activity in which the 
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individual attains a single object of desire, (2) that activity in which 
total individual welfare is pursued, (3) that activity in which the indi- 
vidual promotes the welfare of society. 

Norman Wilde. 
University or Minnesota. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW. Vol. XII., No. 6. Studies 
from the Bryn Mawr College Laboratory: An Experiment on Learning 
to make Hand-Movements (pp. 351-369) : James H. Leuba and Winifred 
Hyde. - The tests involved the learning to write German script, both 
with and without reading-knowledge of the same, and were made at dif- 
ferent intervals with different groups of persons, i. e., twice a day, once a 
day, every other day and every third day. The results show in favor of 
once-a-day practice; they show also that visual acquaintance with Ger- 
man script is a very small part of what has to be acquired in order to be 
able to reproduce these forms with the hand. A Study of the Motor 
Phenomena in Chorea (pp. 370-385) : Dr. G. M. Parker. - Choreic move- 
ments are regarded as reversions to type, are occasioned by an attempted 
functioning of the higher, more complex motor systems, and become more 
exaggerated with the increasing complexity of the movements attempted. 
Experiments upon choreic patients were made, showing the influence upon 
the respiratory curve of activities of varying degrees of complexity. 
Studies from the Psychological Laboratory of Mount Holyohe College, 
communicated by Helen B. Thompson. The Effect of Brightness of 
Background on the Extent of Color Fields and on the Color Tone in 
Peripheral Vision: Grace Maxwell Fern ald. - Tests were made with a 
modified form of the compimeter and the permanence of a given color 
quality was measured by the length of time the sensation endured by 
continuous stimulation. Four backgrounds of gray paper, matching in 
brightness respectively the blue, red, green and yellow, were used. The 
result was that the brightness had a decided effect upon the color tone 
of all colors not spectrally pure ; also affected the width of the color field. 

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BULLETIN. Vol. II., No. 11. Interest 
and Attention (pp. 361-368) : Felix Arnold. - The author criticizes those 
writers who identify interest with feeling, also those who regard interest 
as a form of attention. Interest distinguishes itself from feeling in that 
it refers to the future, while feeling has reference merely to the present. 
Attention is that state of consciousness in which there is ' the greatest 
clearness plus the motor adjustments,' and as interest is independent of 
feeling, so attention may or may not be attended by interest. Psycholog- 
ical Literature (pp. 369-388) — Mary Whiton Calkins, Der doppelte Stand- 
punkt in der Psychologie: Felix Arnold. George Stuart Fullerton, A 
System cf Metaphysics: Evander Bradley McGilvary. John Wallace 



